
LAND USE PRACTICES 

IN THE LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN BASIN

“...although the Earth takes care of the
needs of men, it cannot take care of the
greeds of men...” Mahatma Gandhi

This quotation from the great Hindu social reformer brings to

mind the very crux of our current land use dilemma. If our 

population levels had remained small, there would be an 

abundance for all and human impacts upon the environment would have remained 

minimal. As population levels grew, however, some saw that the natural resource “pie”

was being divided into ever smaller pieces and decided that the time was right to claim

for themselves a larger “slice”. This frantic scrambling for resources has triggered a

vast array of land use problems... most of them brought about by the desire to exploit

a single aspect of our natural resources at the expense of others. There are, of course,

many complicated issues involved with the land use controversy.

FOR EXAMPLE, 
let us consider the single issue of resource management and allocation in the
Lake Pontchartrain Basin:

How far out in the Gulf of Mexico do Louisiana’s or America’s fishing or mineral rights
extend?

Who deserves the benefits of a particular forest on the North Shore: the timber company
who owns the land and wants to log it, or the people who live downstream and will suf-
fer greatly reduced water quality and increased flooding if the trees are removed?

If someone owns the rights to underground minerals and wants to mine them, what is
their responsibility in preserving the ecological integrity of the surface area?

Does a farmer on the North Shore have a responsibility to see that the pesticides and 
fertilizers he or she uses do not interfere with the environment downstream of his land?

Who owns “state-owned” wetlands and other natural areas? Can the state lease them out
without consulting all of us?

These questions and many more like them can form the basis for a number of individual class-
room exercises. A convenient format for the presentation of  land use topics can be found in
the preceding exercise where a worksheet was used to analyze questions and promote further
study (Worksheet 1, page 231). In the following exercise (Worksheet 2,  page 237) a similar for-
mat is used to explore the loss of wetland ecosystems due to land use problems. In Worksheet
2 only a single column of information is filled in. Encourage your students to complete the
worksheet by supplying ideas for the columns entitled “Consider” and “Research”. 235LPBF/UNO
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