
“Nature seems to be running a fever. We are the flu. Our goal is not so much to
manage the planet earth as to make ourselves less like a pathogen and more like
those helpful bacteria that dwell in our own guts.”

William Ruckelshaus, 
former head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

HOW DO SOME OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 
IN THE LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN BASIN 

BALANCE OUT?

EARTH FRIENDLY NOT SO EARTH FRIENDLY

■ Fisheries Production ■ Oil and Gas Exploration

■ Parks, Forests and Wildlife ■ Timber Harvesting
Management Areas (WMA)

■ Fur and Hides from Animals ■ Dairy Farms and Agricultural Lands

■ Recreation in Natural Areas ■ Natural Deepwater Ports for Shipping

CAN WE MAKE SUCH CLEAR-CUT DISTINCTIONS?

Is Everything Black or White?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Not everything listed as 
�EARTH FRIENDLY�
is environmentally sound.

Not everything listed as 
�NOT SO EARTH FRIENDLY�
is environmentally unsound.
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LET�S LOOK AT EACH OF THESE 

NATURAL RESOURCES IN DETAIL.

FISHERIES PRODUCTION

Oysters

•Abundant food source found especially in saltier waters

•Widespread export potential

•Susceptible to contamination by sewage runoff

•Require boats using oil and gasoline for harvesting

Blue Crabs

•Abundant food source in Lake Pontchartrain Basin

•Important to local seafood industry

•Require boats using oil and gasoline for harvesting

Shrimp

•Abundant food source in Lake Pontchartrain Basin

•Extremely important to local seafood industry

•Require boats using oil and gasoline for harvesting

Finfish

•Support a very large recreational industry

•Vital to local seafood industry and tourism

•Require boats using oil and gasoline for harvesting

•Often use such devices as gill nets, which are nearly invisible nets that trap fish 
by snagging them by their gill plates, and can harm non-target species. (It is notable 
that gill nets represent a significant point of contention between commercial fishers 
who generally support their use and recreational fishers who oppose their use. This 
controversy is largely due to the non-selective manner in which fish are ensnared).

★ Sustainable and Renewable Resources! ★
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PARKS, FORESTS AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

Parks

•Provide limited habitat for wildlife but require continual maintenance

•Many people visit using motor vehicles - oil and gas consumption is high

State and National Forests

•Good wildlife habitat

•Less human impact and maintenance

Wildlife Management Areas

•Primary wildlife habitat, but usually managed for a select group of species 
which are money-makers; examples include ducks, deer and turkey

★ Sustainable and Renewable Resources! ★

FUR AND HIDES FROM ANIMALS

Nutria
•Extremely aggressive breeder 

•Can displace native fur-bearers and permanently damage wetland ecosystems

•Good fur and meat although there is little demand for this animal

•Use of fur is controversial

Muskrat
•Good fur

•Numbers have declined somewhat in recent years

•Capable of widespread ecological damage

•Use of fur is controversial

Alligator
•Local success story - alligators were brought back from the brink of extinction 

and are now managed exceptionally well

•Excellent leather made from hides

•Good market for hides and meat

•Use of hides is controversial
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RECREATION IN NATURAL AREAS

Sailing

•Excellent non-polluting activity

•Boatbuilding industries consume oil and gas; some are polluters

•Larger sailboats periodically use gasoline engines

Camping
•Encourages appreciation of wild and natural areas

•Users often arrive by automobile - consumption of oil and gas

Fishing
•Encourages appreciation of wild and natural areas

•Users often make use of gasoline-powered vehicles

Hunting
•Encourages appreciation of wild and natural areas

•Users often make use of gasoline-powered vehicles

Multi-Use Areas

•Recreation areas such as the Tammany Trace provide public access for activities 
such as hiking, running, skating, cycling, and bird-watching

TIMBER HARVESTING

Pine Plantations
•Carefully regulated and managed growth process provides a continual supply 

of trees for paper and building materials

•Clear-cut forests destroy wildlife habitat and increase potential for widespread erosion

Bald Cypress Harvesting

•Trees harvested with little consideration of damage done to local wetlands 
causing loss of huge tracts of swamp forests - minimal opportunities for natural 
re-growth of trees

•Cypress trees can live as long as 2,000 years and require at least 25-50 years 
to reach maturity

•Yields excellent lumber
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DAIRY FARMS AND AGRICULTURAL LANDS

Dairy Farms

•Provide convenient source of dairy products to satisfy market demands

•Indiscriminate disposal of waste products results in dramatically increased bacterial 
levels in local waterways which renders recreational areas on rivers unfit 
for human use

Agricultural Lands

•Fertile alluvial soils provide rich harvests of corn, soy beans and other crops

•High levels of chemical fertilizers and pesticides contaminate rainwater runoff 
from farms which eventually poison streams and bayous

OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION

High Market Demand

•Ensures continued exploration and development of petroleum-related products

Leaks and Spills

•Environmentally catastrophic results from uncontained oil

•Death of plants, animals, and even entire ecosystems can result

Topographical Modifications for Drilling Access

•Canal dredging, levee building and impoundment can alter and destroy 
entire ecosystems. A prime example is the rapid influx of salt water into formerly fresh 
or brackish marsh areas

NATURAL DEEPWATER PORTS FOR SHIPPING

Provide Impetus for Countless Local Businesses

•Provide import/export facilities, bases for grain, petroleum, and chemical industries

Frequent Shipping Can Cause Pollution Problems

•Oil and gas spills, leaks, and dumps foul and pollute local waterways, possibly
damaging and contaminating local fish and shellfish populations

Topographical Modifications for Shipping Access

•Canal dredging, levee building and impoundment can alter and destroy entire 
ecosystems. A prime example is the rapid influx of salt water into formerly fresh or 
brackish marsh areas - Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO).
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