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Language and Literacy Development for Young Children with Disabilities: 
(3 credit hours)

Prerequisites:  SPED 200 or 600

Course Description:  In this course, normal and abnormal language development and 
appropriate intervention procedures for infants, toddlers and preschoolers aged birth 
through five with delays/disabilities is explored. Content related to emergent and early 
literacy and the reading process is discussed in the context of providing candidates with 
the knowledge and skills to design, organize, and apply developmentally appropriate 
practices in a literacy program for young children with disabilities.

Conceptual Framework Statement:  In order to successfully plan, develop, and 
implement curricula to meet the needs of diverse learners in today’s world and to prepare 
candidates for the future, the College of Education and Human Development (COEHD) 
has identified four critical components of The Effective Educator: Professional Standards 
(PS), Knowledge of Learner (KL), Strategies and Methods (SM), and Content 
Knowledge (CK).  The Conceptual Framework provides direction for the development of 
effective professionals.  Diversity (D) is an integral part of each component, and 
Technology (T) is emphasized throughout all programs in the educational unit.  

Course Objectives:
The following measurable objectives identify the proficiencies (competencies) candidates 
will acquire through this course: 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of normal and abnormal language development in 

children ages birth through five years. (CK, KL, D)
2. Describe theories and models associated with language and literacy acquisition 

and  the reading process. (CK, KL, D)
3. Describe the relationship between brain and neurological development and 

language and literacy development. (CK, KL, D)
4. Demonstrate an understanding of oral and written language development and how 

it is a characteristic of and precursor to literacy development. (CK, KL, D)
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the stages of literacy development and the 

importance of phonemic awareness, the alphabetic principle, and phonological 
awareness to literacy. (CK, KL, D, SM, PS)

6. Demonstrate an understanding and knowledge of language and literacy 
developmentally appropriate instructional practices for infants, toddlers and 
preschoolers aged birth through five with delays/disabilities with 
delays/disabilities including the use of assistive and augmentative communication 
devices. (CK, KL, D, SM, PS)

Unit/Program Assessments: 
Candidates will develop a Routines and Activities plan that utilizes family routines to 
develop intervention plans using a naturalistic intervention strategy related to specific 



communication/language outcomes for young children.  The Routines and Activities 
Rubric will be used to assess this product and will be uploaded to Pass-Port.

Field Experiences
Candidates will conduct 15 hours of field experiences to include: developing family 
friendly informational sheets explaining the cognitive, social, and communication basis 
for of early language development and also provide activity plans for adapting/modifying 
a home/classroom routine and a planned play activity for an infant (0-12 months), a 
young toddler (13-23months), and older toddler (24-35 months), a young preschooler 
(36-47 months) and an older preschooler (48 to 60 months).  Field hours are to uploaded 
to Pass-Port

Course evaluation:  The instruments and/or processes that will be used to assess 
performance include the following: participation in class discussions, critiques of 
research topics and journal articles through individual or group analysis, reflection paper 
on field experiences completed in both an infant/toddler setting (Center or Home-Based) 
for very young children with disabilities and a setting providing services for children with 
disabilities aged 3-6 years, small group projects, examinations, and individual projects. 
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Websites
http://ericec.org/digests/e501.html
This site suggests using "ecological inventories" to determine vocabulary and concepts matched 
to the students' world.

http://ericec.org/digests/e501.html


http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed329131.html
This site discusses process to ensure English language learners with special needs receive 
effective services.

http://www.ldonline.org/ld_indepth/teaching_techniques/strategies.html
Teaching strategies and techniques

http://www.cec.sped.org/index.html
The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the largest international professional organization 
dedicated to improving educational outcomes for individuals with exceptionalities, students with 
disabilities, and/or the gifted. The following CEC division links provide excellent information about 
their areas of focus: 

Division of Learning Disabilities (DLD) http://www.dldcec.org
Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders (CCBD) http://www.ccbd.net
The Division on Developmental Disabilities (DDD) http://www.dddcec.org/
Division for Communicative Disabilities and Deafness (DCDD) 
http://www.gsu.edu/~wwwdhh/
The Association for the Gifted (TAG) http://www.cectag.org/

http://www.asha.org
The mission of ASHA is to promote the interests of and provide the highest quality services for 
professionals in audiology, speech-language pathology, and speech and hearing science, and to 
advocate for people with communication disabilities.

http://www.nidcd.nih.gov/
This organization pursues the challenge of understanding normal and disordered processes of 
human communication. NIDCD is associated with the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
services National Institutes of Health.

http://nichcy.org/pubs/newsdig/nd24txt.htm
This organization produces a number of publications helpful to educators who work with students 
who have special needs. The one at this URL is a detailed and current document on how to plan 
for inclusion.

http://www.ncld.org/content/view/1120/456151/
National Center for Learning Disabilities website.  NCLD is especially interested in 
helping parents and early educators understand ways to help children to develop the early 
literacy, learning and behavioral skills they will need to be successful in school. Our Web 
sites are full of resources for parents, educators and other adults in the lives of young 
children.
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Journal of Special Education Technology 


