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Assessment and Instruction for Diverse Populations in Inclusive Classrooms 
Credit:  3 hours 

 
 
PREREQUISITES: SPED 200, 210 or 600, EDF 600 and EDUC 660 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This is a core course for graduate students in all master’s programs in Curriculum and Instruction. 
This course provides an understanding of how special education policies and practices are applied in 
inclusive classrooms.  Students will develop assessment tools and apply strategies for designing 
inclusive classrooms for diverse learners. Emphasis will be placed on creating a climate for learning, 
understanding individual differences, assessing student learners, implementing instructional strategies, 
and adapting curricular approaches for a differentiated classroom.  
 
 
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK: 
In order to successfully plan, develop, and implement curricula to meet the needs of diverse learners in 
today’s world and to prepare candidates for the future, the College of Education and Human 
Development (COEHD) has identified four critical components of The Effective Educator: 
Professional Standards (PS), Knowledge of the Learner (KL), Strategies and Methods (SM), and 
Content Knowledge (CK).  The Conceptual Framework provides direction for the development of 
effective professionals.  Diversity (D) is an integral part of each component, and Technology  (T)is 
emphasized throughout all programs in the educational unit. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
Tomlinson, C. A. & McTighe, J. (2006). Integrating Differentiated Instruction and Understanding by  
 Design. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
By the conclusion of this course, the student will be able to: 

1. Describe special education policies and procedures as they relate to providing educational 
services to individuals with exceptional learning needs in the inclusive classroom. (PS, SM, CK) 

2. Describe differing ways of learning of individuals with exceptional learning needs including 
those from culturally diverse backgrounds and strategies for addressing these differences. 
(CC3K5) (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

3. Describe methods to remain current regarding research-validated practice. (CC9, K4) (PS, SM, 
CK) 

4. Teach individuals to use self-assessment, problem solving, and other cognitive strategies to 
meet their needs (CC4, S2) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

5. Identify and teach essential concepts, vocabulary, and content across the general curriculum. 
(GC4, S13) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

6. Create a safe, equitable, positive, and supportive learning environment in which diversities are 



valued. (CC5, S1) (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 
 
7. Identify different learning and thinking styles of individuals with exceptional learning needs. 

(PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 
8. Identify and prioritize areas of the general curriculum and accommodations for individuals 

with exceptional learning needs (CC7, S1) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

9. Develop and select instructional content, resources, and strategies that respond to cultural, 
linguistic, and gender differences (CC7, S8) (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

10. Make responsive adjustments to instruction based on continual observations. (CC7, S13) (PS, 
KL, SM, CK) 

11. Evaluate instruction and monitor progress of individuals with exceptional learning needs 
(CC8, S8) (PS, KL, SM, CK)  

12. Develop or modify individualized assessment strategies. (CC8, S9) (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

13. Select, adapt, and modify assessments to accommodate the unique abilities and needs of 
individuals with disabilities. (GC8, S3) (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

14. Practice within the CEC Code of Ethics and other standards of the profession. (CC9, S1) (PS,  
KL, SM, CK) 

15. Uphold high standards of competence and integrity and exercise sound judgment in the 
practice of the profession. (CC9, S2) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

16. Conduct professional activities in compliance with applicable laws and policies. (CC9, S4) (PS, 
KL, SM, CK) 

17. Practice within one‘s skill limit and obtain assistance as needed. (CC9, S7) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

18. Use verbal, nonverbal, and written language effectively. (CC9, S8) (PS, CK, T) 

19. Conduct self-evaluation of instruction. (CC9, S9) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

20. Access information on exceptionalities. (CC9, S10) (PS, KL, CK, D) 

21. Reflect on one’s practice to improve instruction and guide professional growth. (CC9, S11) 
(PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

22. Engage in professional activities that benefit individuals with exceptional learning needs, their 
families, and one’s colleagues. (CC9, S12) (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

23. Collaborate with school personnel and community members in integrating individuals with 
exceptional learning needs into various settings. (CC10, S6) (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

24. Discuss current issues and future trends in assessment.  (PS,  SM, CK) 

25. Explain how assessment and instruction are integrated. (PS, SM, CK) 

26. Define and explain key terms: assessment, evaluation, alternative assessment, performance 
assessment, authentic assessment, and performance-based assessment. (PS, SM, CK) 

27. Define and describe characteristics of differentiated instruction and understanding by design.  
Explain how teachers can use differentiated instruction and understanding by design to respond 
to the needs of all learners. (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 

28. Develop and evaluate “good” performance tasks that lead to sound assessment. (PS, SM, CK) 

29. Develop and evaluate scoring criteria (rubrics) for judging student performance.  (PS,  SM, CK, 
D) 

30. Define reliability and validity and explain the importance of ensuring the technical quality of 
assessment tools.  (PS, SM, CK, D) 

31. Discuss current issues in grading and reporting on student learning. (PS, KL, SM, CK) 

32. Develop a classroom assessment plan that explains how alternative assessment will be used for 
instructional decision making. (PS, KL, SM, CK, D) 



REQUIRED FIELD EXPERIENCES: None 
 
REQUIRED UNIT/PROGRAM ASSESSMENTS: None 
 
COURSE EVALUATION: 
 

Exams (50 x 2)                   100 pts. 
Weekly Journal       20 pts 
Learning Activities      45 pts. 
Small group presentation     40 pts. 
   w/ handouts 
Strategies for Responsive Teaching     35 pts. 
Classroom Assessment Plan     75 pts. 
   w/ presentation 

TOTAL POINTS possible = 315 pts 
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Exceptional Children 
Teaching Exceptional Children 
Remedial and Special Education 
American Educational Research Journal 
Intervention in School and Clinic 
Educational Leadership 
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www.lcet.doe.state.la.us/connections (source of exemplary lesson plans) 
Differentiated instruction [www.cast.org/ncac/index.cfm?i=2876] 
 
 
 
  
 


