
                                                                                                                                                                 

SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA UNIVERSITY
SPECIAL EDUCATION 441

PRACTICUM IN ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
3 HOURS CREDIT

PREREQUISITES:
Special Education 361, 363, 365, 440 or permission of the instructor. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Supervised practice in administering and interpreting standardized and informal tests. Focus on 
use of criterion-referenced and developmentally based evaluation procedures as well as 
measurement and evaluation in the modern school program. Emphasis is placed on the diagnosis 
of the learners’ needs in reading, written expression, and math and prescription of appropriate 
activities for advancement. Knowledge of and skills for teaching and assessing reading are 
featured. Must be taken concurrently with SPED 465. One hour of lecture and four hours of 
laboratory per week.

STATEMENT OF CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK:

In order to successfully plan, develop, and implement curricula to meet the needs of diverse 
learners in today’s world and to prepare candidates for the future, the College of Education and 
Human Development (COEHD) has identified four critical components of The Effective 
Educator: Professional Standards (PS), Knowledge of the Learner (KL), Strategies and Methods 
(SM), and Content Knowledge (CK).  The Conceptual Framework provides direction for the 
development of effective professionals.  Diversity (D) is an integral part of each component, and 
Technology (T) is emphasized throughout all programs in the educational unit.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

By the conclusion of this course students will have developed knowledge and understanding of:

1. Issues in definition and identification procedures for individuals with exceptional 
learning needs including individuals from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. (CC:1, K3) KL, CK, SM, D

2. Ethical practices for confidential communication to others about individuals with 
exceptional learning needs. (CC: 7: K5) KL, SM, CK

LEARNER OUTCOMES:

By the conclusion of this course, the student will be able to:
1. Collaborate with families and other professionals involved in the assessment of 

individuals with exceptional learning needs. (CC:3, S1) KL, SM, CK, D
2. Gather background information regarding academic, medical, and family history. (CC:3, 

S3) KL, CK, D
3. Use various types of assessment procedures appropriately. (CC:3, S4) KL, SM, CK, D
4. Interpret information from formal and informal assessment instruments and procedures. 

(CC:3, S5) CK, KL
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5. Report assessment results to individuals with exceptional learning needs, parents, 
administrators, and other professionals using appropriate communication skills. (CC:3, 
S6) KL, CK, D

6. Use performance data and information from teachers, other professionals, individuals 
with exceptionalities, and parents to make or suggest appropriate modifications in 
learning environments. (CC:3, S7) KL, CK, SM, D

7. Develop individualized assessment strategies for instruction. (CC: 3, S8) KL, CK, SM, D
8. Use assessment information in making instructional decisions and planning individual 

programs that result in appropriate placement and intervention for all individuals with 
exceptional learning needs, including those from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. (CC: 3, S9) KL, CK, SM, PS, D

9. Evaluate the results of instruction. (CC: 3, S10) CK, KL, SM, D
10. Evaluate the supports needed for integration into various program placements. (CC: 3, 

S11) KL, CK, SM, T
11. Demonstrate positive regard for the culture, religion, gender, and sexual orientation of 

individual students. (CC:8, S2) KL, CK, D
12. Promote and maintain a high level of competence and integrity in the practice of the 

profession. (CC: 8, S3) KL, CK, SM, D
13. Exercise objective professional judgment in the practice of the profession. (CC: 8, S4) 

CK, KL, SM, D
14. Demonstrate proficiency in oral and written communication. (CC: 8, S5) CK, SM, T
15. Engage in professional activities that may benefit individuals with exceptional learning 

needs, their families, and/or colleagues. (CC: 8, S6) KL, CK, SM, D
16. Comply with local, state, provincial, and federal monitoring and evaluation requirements. 

(CC: 8, S7)SM, CK, PS, D, T
17. Use copyrighted educational materials in an ethical manner. (CC: 8, S8) CK, SM, PS
18. Practice within the CEC Code of Ethics and other standards and policies of the 

profession. (CC: 8,S9) CK, SM, PS
19. Implement procedures for assessing and reporting both appropriate and problematic 

social behaviors of individuals with disabilities. (GC: 3, S1) KL, CK, SM, D
20. Use exceptionality-specific assessment instruments with individuals with disabilities. 

(GC: 3, S2) KL, CK, SM, D, T

FIELD EXPERIENCES:

The purpose of this field experience is to provide students with the opportunity to administer, 
score, and interpret informal and formal evaluation tools in a supervised setting.  The student 
will complete all assignments within or outside of the assigned field experience classrooms 
using examinees with mild/moderate disabilities. 

Hours: 60 hours of actual administration of assessment instruments. 

Types: Assessment development, administration, scoring, analyses, implementation of 
instruction based on the assessment results.

Field experience hours are to be uploaded to Pass-Port

REQUIRED UNIT/PROGRAM ASSESSMENTS:
Case Study Report:  Students will summarize the assessment data collected on one of their 
designated students.  The case study report will be uploaded to Pass-Port.
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Teacher Work Sample: Students will design a unit for one week and create and score a unit 
pretest and posttest. Formative evaluations will be implemented throughout the week. A 
summative evaluation will be created and administered at the end of the unit. All results will be 
reported in a report. Work sample results will be uploaded on Pass Port.

COURSE EVALUATION:

Activity Point Values per activity:
Log:  20 points
Background Information

Cumulative/IEP folders  40 points
Interviews/Questionnaires (20 points each)  40 points

Anecdotal behavior observation report  20 points
Formal observation report  30 points
Reading IRI 100 points
Math CRT    50 points
Spelling CRT    25 points
Written Expression CRT       20 points
CBM Reading X 1 each week + 3 baseline  = 11 CBM’s 20 points each week   220 points
CBM Mathematics X 1 each week + 1 baseline = 9 20 points each week   180 points
Alternative assessment tools X 2 25 points each                          50 points
Analysis of student self-evaluation 5 @ 10 points each  50 points
Instruction self-evaluation of lesson   5 @ 10 points each                          50 points
Final Report -- 7 pages maximum double spaced            100 points
Written IEP  30 points
Instructor observations, 2 @ 25 points  50 points

TOTAL POINTS      1055 points
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