
Brass Class 
MUS 395  
SYLLABUS 
 
Purpose 
This portion of the course (1/17-3/7) will provide the student with the knowledge and 
skills to teach trombone, euphonium and tuba from a beginning level through advanced 
high school level.  Students will achieve this through study and practice of the individual 
instruments, through study of literature for those instruments and by learning and 
applying various pedagogical techniques. 
 
Required Texts 
Kleinhammer, Edward.  The Art of Trombone Playing.  Summy-Birchard, Inc., Miami, 

FL, 1963 (available for $16.95 from amazon.com). 
 
Little, Donald.  Practical Hints for Playing the Tuba.  Belwin Mills Publishing 

Corporation, Melville, NY 1984 (available at Textbook Rental). 
 
Pearson, Bruce.  Standard of Excellence, Book 1-Baritone B.C.  San Diego, California: 

Neil A. Kjos Music Company, 1993 (available from amazon.com). 
 
_________.  Standard of Excellence, Book 1-Trombone.  San Diego, California: Neil A. 

Kjos Music Company, 1993 (available from amazon.com). 
 
_________.  Standard of Excellence, Book 1-Tuba.  San Diego, California: Neil A. Kjos 

Music Company, 1993 (available from amazon.com). 
 
 
Evaluation 
There will be six exams, two for each instrument.  One will be a playing exam, one will 
be written.  The playing exam will cover assigned etude literature.  The written exam will 
involve assembly procedures, holding positions and cleaning procedures, questions 
regarding lesson and practice structures, pedagogical issues, and any other topics that 
should arise in class discussion.  In addition to the exam, each will find a fellow student 
with no knowledge of brass playing or music in general.  The student will give a 
beginning lesson on the instrument of his choice.  This will take place on or around 
March 7th, the last day of class for this section. 
 
Normally, I would give you handouts and you would assemble them into a 3-ring binder.  
Instead, I have all of my handouts on BlackBoard in the “Course Documents” area.  You 
will download these to your hard drive and review them.  Be advised that the documents 
are untitled; you will read the content and give each document an appropriate title.  You 
will then organize them into categories and include your class notes typed in word 
format.  Additionally, every student will research 20 websites dealing with some aspect 
of low brass equipment, pedagogy or literature.  The student will annotate the web 
addresses and submit them by February 14th.  I will review all of the addresses, eliminate 



duplicated and make them all available to the class.  Students will also transcribe all of 
their class notes into a Word file.  Once all of this information has been gathered, the 
student will copy the organized documents, the web addresses and the class notes onto a 
CD and submit it in lieu of a notebook.  This assignment will be due at the conclusion of 
the last class on March 7th. 
 
6 exams @ 12% of the total grade is 72% 
Notebook is worth 14% of the overall grade. 
Beginning lesson is worth 14% of the total grade. 
 
Attendance 
 
Students are expected to attend all classes.  If you must miss a class, you must notify the 
instructor at least one hour prior to the class meeting.  Please note the instructor contact 
information at the top of page 1.  Each unexcused absence will drop your final grade by 
one letter.  If you have three unexcused absences, you will automatically fail the course. 
 
Class Rules 
All students are expected to participate actively in class discussions and to demonstrate a 
deportment that is appropriate to the general well being of the class.  No talking will be 
permitted while the instructor is talking or while music examples are being played.  
Failure to comply with these regulations could mean dismissal of the student from class.  
Repeat offenders will be withdrawn from the course. 
 
Attention:  If you are a qualified student with a disability seeking accommodations under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to self-identify with the office of 
Student Life, Room 203, Student Union. 
 
Free discussion, inquiry, and expression is encouraged in this class.  Classroom behavior 
that interferes with either the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of 
students to benefit from the instruction is not acceptable.  Examples may include 
routinely entering class late or departing early’ use of beepers, cellular telephones, or 
other electronic devices; repeatedly talking in class without being recognized; talking 
while others are speaking; or arguing n a way that is perceived a “crossing the civility 
line.”  In the event of a situation where a student legitimately needs to carry a 
beeper/cellular telephone to class, prior notice and approval of the instructor is required. 
 


