
MUSIC 291 
Fundamentals of Music for Elementary Education Majors 

Course Syllabus 
 

Text: 
Rozmajzl, M. & Boyer-White, R. (2001) Music Fundamentals, Methods and Materials 
for the Elementary Classroom Teacher (4th ed). White Plains, NY: Longman. 
 
General Statement of the Conceptual Framework: The COEHD’s Conceptual 
Framework provides direction for the development of effective professionals.   It is a 
living document that continuously evolves as opportunities and challenges emerge.  The 
four components of the CF are the institutional standards used for candidate assessment 
in undergraduate and graduate programs.  They are Knowledge of Learner (KL), 
Strategies and Methods (SM), Content Knowledge (CK), and Professional Standards 
(PS).  Diversity (D) and Technology (T) are included in the assessment process as themes 
that are integrated throughout all programs in the educational unit. 

 
Objectives: 
 Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. demonstrate knowledge of the elements of music and their application ot 
songs and listening selections for children.  (KL, CK) 

2. demonstrate basic skills in reading and performing music appropriate for the 
elementary classroom.  (KL, CK) 

3. demonstrate proficiency in singing and playing keyboard for leading music 
experiences with elementary school children.  (KL, SM) 

 
Evaluation:        Grading Scale: 
Music Skills        A 179-200 (90-100%) 
(Singing = 30 Keyboard = 10)      B  159-178 
(80-89%) 
Quizzes = 30 pts (15%)       C 139-158 
(70-79%) 
Concert Observations = 20 pts (10%)     D 119-138 (60-69%) 
Midterm exam = 50 pts. (25%)      F 0-118 (0-
59%) 
Final Exam = 60 pts. (30%) 
 
Total points possible = 200 
 
Make-up exams will be given only if considered justifiable by the instructor when 
notified prior to the exam. Make-up quizzes will not be given (for any reason). 
 
Musical Skills: 
Skill development will be evaluated as noted on the semester schedule. You are expected 
to practice on a daily basis to improve your musical skills, which can only occur through 
regular, consistent practice. Expect to devote ample time (two hours outside of each class 



period is recommended) for preparation, review and practice. It is important that you 
keep up daily, as new material will be continuously introduced. 
 
The class cannot be detained for those who are not prepared. If you need assistance, 
please schedule as appointment with the instructor as soon as you need additional help. If 
you are able to advance more rapidly than the class as a whole, see the instructor for more 
challenging assignments. Four quizzes will be given, as noted on the the semester 
schedule (10 pts. Each). Only the three highest grades will be averaged in the total points; 
the lowest score will be deleted. 
 
Concert Observations (10 pts. Each): 

• Attend two musical performances as indicated: large musical organization (e.g., 
concert choir, symphonic band, jazz band, orchestra, opera workshop, musical 
theater, etc.) or solo or chamber recitals (vocal or instrumental soloist, small 
performing ensemble). Concerts by popular entertainers (i.e., contemporary 
“popular” music) and music as a part of a religious service do not qualify. There 
are several performances during the semester given by individuals and 
organizations within the Department of Music and Dramatic Arts. Watch the 
announcement board at the front entrance of the Music Building for information 
regarding performances. Concerts held elsewhere are also acceptable, if they 
comply with the specifications above. If you are in doubt, check with the 
instructor. 

• Attach a copy of the printed program to a written report (minimum one page, 
typewritten) of each performance, and include the following: 

a) comments regarding your reaction to the performance, and 
b) description of four things you learned (or four observations made) 

from the performance. 
 

• Proofread your papers carefully. Points will be deducted for errors in spelling, 
grammar, and punctuation, 

 


