
EDUC 659:  Psychology of Reading 
3 Hours 

 
Prerequisite: EDUC 657 or 658 
 
Course Description:  Provides teachers with an understanding of the 
psychological basis of the reading process, underlying reading ability and 
disability.  Application of the findings and theories of the psychologist to 
classroom situations are studied through the use of case studies 
 
Textbook: To be chosen when taught 
 
Conceptual Framework Statement:  Overview: The Conceptual Framework 
provides direction for the development of effective professionals. Diversity 
is an integral part of each component, and Technology is emphasized 
throughout all programs in the educational unit. The Conceptual Framework 
is a living document that continuously evolves as opportunities and 
challenges emerge. 
 
Components of the COEHD Conceptual Framework: 
Knowledge of Learner: Candidates’ understanding of the learner which is 
necessary to provide effective and equitable instruction (KL) 
 
Strategies and Methods: Strategies and methods appropriate to each program 
within the educational unit which are necessary to develop effective 
professionals (SM) 
 
Content Knowledge: Candidates’ thorough understanding of the content 
appropriate to the area of specialization (CK) 
 
Professional Standards: Established criteria that guide effective professionals 
in each discipline area (PS) 
 

Course Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to 

1. exhibit enthusiasm and sensitivity for the reading process of students 
and transmit these values clearly to parents, students, teachers, other 
school personnel, and the community (KL, CK) 



2.  describe the reading and learning processes from many theoretical 
perspectives and domains as well as articulate a personal theory about 
the reading process (CK, PS) 

3. plan and provide a literate environment, including activities, 
strategies, materials, media, and the physical/psycholinguistic 
environment in the classroom which encourages literacy learning 
(CK, KL, SM) 

4. facilitate positive attitudes, self-direction, self-control, and self-
motivation among students as language learners (CK, KL, SM) 

5. demonstrate an understanding of the psychological/social/cultural 
factors associated with the reading processes of ESL students (KL, 
CK) 

 
Course Evaluation 

 
Student performance in the course will be evaluated through a combination 
of exams, individual projects, professional reports, class 
discussion/participation.  Each instructor reserves the right to establish 
additional methods of evaluation.  
 
Passport Requirements:   
Field Experiences: As you complete field experiences, you are required to 
enter them into Passport on a weekly basis.  Do not wait until the end of the 
semester. It is your responsibility to collect student data as appropriate 
during field experiences.  
 
Professional Development Activities:  As you complete any professional 
development activity, you are required to enter it into Passport. 
 
Artifacts:  Teacher candidates are required to upload portfolio specified 
artifacts and/or any other artifact required by the instructor. 
 
 

Reference List 
 

Birsh, J.  (1999).  Multisensory teaching of basic language skills.  
Baltimore:  Brooks. 

   
.  Burns, P., Roe, B.; & Ross, E.  (2005).  Teaching reading in  
today’s elementary schools.  NY: Houghton Mifflin.  



 
Cowen, J.  (2003).  A balanced approach to beginning reading 

instruction. Newark, DE:  International Reading Association. 
 
Cunningham, P. (1995).  Phonics they use: Words for reading and 

writing. 2nd ed.  New York, NY: Harper Collins College Publishers. 
 
Currie, P.  & Wadlington, E.  (2000).  The source for learning 

disabilities.  East Moline, IL:  Linguisystems. 
 

   Fox, B. & Hull, M.   (2003). Phonics for the teacher of reading.  NJ: 
Merrill.   

 
Harris, T. & Hodges, R. (Eds.) (2004).  The Literacy Dictionary: The 

Vocabulary of Reading and Writing.  Newark, DE: International Reading 
Association. 

 
 Jordan, D.  (2005).  Overcoming dyslexia. Austin, TX:  Pro-Ed.   
 
Kamil, M., Mosenthal, P., Pearson, P. & Barr.  (2000).  Handbook of 

reading research, volume iii. London:  Lawrence Erlbaum. 
 
Louisiana English language arts content standards.  (1997).  Baton 

Rouge, LA: Louisiana State Department of Education. 
 
Louisiana components of effective teaching. (1998)  Baton Rouge, 

LA: Louisiana State Department of Education. 
 
Neulief, J.  (2006).  Intercultural communication. London:  Sage. 
 
Pinnell, G. & Fountas, I.  (1996).  Guided reading: Good first teaching 

for all children.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
 
Pinnell, G. & Fountas, I.  (1998),  Word matters: Teaching phonics 

and spelling in the reading/writing classroom.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
 
Roe, B., Stoodt, B., and Burns, P. (2004). Secondary school reading  

Instruction: the Content Areas.  NY: Houghton Mifflin.  
 



Ruddell, M.  (2005).  Teaching content reading and writing.  
Hoboken, NJ:  Josey Bass. 
 
 Ruddell, R. & Unrau, N.  (2004).  Theoretical models and processes 
of reading.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.  

 
Shaywitz, S.  (2003).  Overcoming dyslexia. NY:  Alfred A. Knopf. 
 
Strickland, D.; Ganske, K.; & Monroe, J.  (2002).  Supporting 

struggling readers and writers. Newark, Delaware:  International Reading 
Association. 

 
Vacca, J.; Vacca, R.; & Grove, M.  (2000).  Reading and learning to 

read.  NY:  Addison Wesley. 
 
Wadlington, E. & Currie, P.  (2003).  Multisensory instruction for 

language arts.  East Moline, IL:  Linguisystems. 
 

Journals:  Seek out the most current issues of the following: 
Annals of Dyslexia 
Perspectives 
LABIDA  Journal 
Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy 
The Reading Teacher 
Reading Research Quarterly 
Journal of Learning Disabilities  
 
Websites: International Reading Association 

International Dyslexia Association 
National Institute of Health and Human Development 
National Council of Teachers of English 
Association for Childhood Educati0n International 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 
 


