
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS 615 
HISTORY OF EDUCATION 

 
 Educational Foundations 615 is a graduate-level seminar surveying the growth 
and development of education and educational institutions from prehistoric times to the 
seventeenth century.  
Credit 3 hours.  
 

In order to successfully plan, develop, and implement curricula to meet the needs 
of diverse learners in today’s world and to prepare students for the future, the College of 
Education and Human Development (COEHD) has identified four critical components 
of The Effective Educator: standards-based instruction (SBI), knowledge of the learner 
(KL), best pedagogical practices (PP), and content knowledge (CK). 
 

College of Education and Human Development 
Conceptual Framework 

 
The COEHD’s Conceptual Framework provides direction for the development of 
effective professionals. It is a living document that continuously evolves as opportunities 
and challenges emerge. All aspects of this course are aligned with the Conceptual 
Framework, including the course objectives, field experiences and assessments.  The four 
components of the Conceptual Framework are the institutional standards used for 
candidate assessment in undergraduate and graduate programs. They are Knowledge of 
Learner (KL), Strategies and Methods (SM), Content Knowledge (CK), and Professional 
Standards (PS). Diversity (DV) and Technology (TY). The following is the link to the 
conceptual framework on the COEHD website. 
http://www.selu.edu/acad_research/colleges/edu_hd/about/conceptual_framework/in
dex.html 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
 1.Students will develop a deepening understanding of their cultural and ethnic 
antecedents and their place within the educational environment in which the students live 
and work. DV CK 
 2. Students will become aware of historic alternatives to their own values, beliefs, 
and modes of action. CK DV 
 3. Students will acquire or enhance their understanding of major movements and 
persons which have created the foundation upon which today's educational practices rest. 
CK DV 
 4. Students will gain an appreciation for their own ethnic and intellectual heritage 
and for that of others within our culturally pluralistic society. CK DV 
 
TEXT: OUR WESTERN EDUCATIONAL HERITAGE by Christopher J. Lucas. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
 I. The emergence of man 



  A. Religious theories 
  B. Empirical theories 

II. Primitive contributions to education 
III. Education in Pre-classical civilizations 

  A. Mesopotamia 
  B. Persia 
  C. Egypt 

IV. Education for an eloquent society 
  A. The Greeks 
  B. The Romans 

V. Education for a theocentric society 
A. The Hebrews 
B. Christian medievalism 
C. Islamic religion and culture 
D. Reformation and Counter-Reformation 

VI. Education for a secular society 
A. The Renaissance 

1. Humanism 
2. Realism 

 
VII. Summation 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 Each student will prepare a fifty or sixty-minute report on a topic to be assigned 
by the instructor as soon as the final class roster has been received. The reports, designed 
to stimulate class discussion, will be shared with the class according to a schedule to be 
included on the assignment sheets. Reports will begin prior to mid-term week. The 
following general guidelines will be followed in preparing oral reports: 
 1. A minimum of ten (10) sources will be cited in correct bibliographic form to be 
submitted to the instructor and to class members at the completion of the report. These 
sources must be identified as the reports are presented. 
 2. The presenter must be prepared to answer questions posed by the instructor 
and/or class members. 
 3. The evaluation of this report will be based upon the quality of the oral 
presentation, creativeness of the presentation, articulation, grammar, depth of research, 
the ability to summarize complex material, 
ability to stimulate class discussion and participation, and grasp of the material as 
revealed by answers to questions posed by the instructor. The use of any supplementary 
materials to augment understanding, interest, and appreciation is encouraged. (See 
instructor for assistance in locating supplementary materials.) 
 4. At the end of each set of reports the class will, individually or in groups, 
discuss the influence each society has exerted upon our own educational environment 
(i.e. contributions, innovations, etc.). 
 The student will present, at a predetermined date late in the semester, in written 
form, (typed, double-spaced, with pages numbered; further instructions will be given in 



class) his/her complete report, which will be graded on the basis of its articulation, depth 
of research, grammar and syntax, and the student's ability to synthesize. 
 
EVALUATION  
 Grades will be based upon the student's performance on the final examination, 
which will be subjective and comprehensive (small blue examination booklet required), 
on the quality of the oral report, and the quality of the written term paper. MAKE-UP 
EXAMS WILL NOT BE GIVEN. Since students will be responsible for all material 
discussed in class, attendance is imperative; excessive absences may affect the student's 
final grade, as will excessive tardiness. 
 
ALL CELL PHONES AND BEEPERS MUST BE TURNED OFF DURING CLASS. 
 
If you are a student with a disability seeking accommodations under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, you are required to identify yourself, prior to the beginning of class, in 
the Office of Student Life, Room 202, Student Union. 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
93 - 100 = A 
85 - 92 = B 
77 - 84 = C 
 

REFERENCE BOOKS 
 

Educational Foundations 615 and 607 
 
Akinson, Carroll 
Binder, Frederick M. 
Bloom, Allan 
Boardman, John, et al. 
Bonner, Stanley F. 
Bowen, James 
Boyd, William 
Butts, Robert F. 
Clay, Diskin 
Cole, Luella 
Cubberly, Ellwood P. 
Davidson, Hugh M. 
Davidson, Thomas 
Davidson, Thomas 
Eby, Frederick 
Fraser, M.G. 
Friedlander, Paul 
Frost, S. E. 
Gilson, Etiene 



Good, Harry G. 
Graves, Frank P. 
Graves, Frank P. 
 
Guthrie, W.J.C. 
 
Guyer, Paul 
 
The Story of Education 
 
Education in the History of Western Civilization 
 
The closing of the American mind 
 
Greece and the Hellenistic world (see instructor) 
 
Education in Ancient Rome 
 
A History of Western Education (2 volumes) 
 
The History of Western Education 
 
A History of Education in American Culture 
 
Lucretius and E12icurus 
 
• History of Education -- Socrates to Montessori 
 
• Brief History of Education 
 
The ori-gins of certainty: means and meanings in Pascal's Pensees 
 
A History of Education 
 
The Education of the Greek Peogle and Its Influence on Civilization 
 
The History and Philosophy of Education, Ancient and Medieval 
 
Education and Western Civilization-The Long View 
 
Plato 
 
Essentials of History of Education 
 
The 12hilosophy of St. Thomas Aquinas (see instructor) 
 



A History of Western Education 
 
Great Educators of Three Centuries 
 
A History of Education During the Middle Ages and the Transition to Modern Times 
 
In the beginning: some Greek views on the origins of life and the early state of man 
 
Kant and the claims of knowledge Houlgate, Stephen 
 
Howick, William H. 
 
Huizinga, Johan 
 
James, William 
 
Long, A.A. and D.N. Sedley 
 
Lopez, Robert IS. 
 
Mayer, Frederick 
 
Medlin, William K. 
 
Messenger, James F. 
 
Morris, Van Cleve 
 
Mulhern, James 
 
Myers, Edward D. 
 
Nauman,Ann 
 
Nicolas, Antonio de 
 
Nietzsche, Friedrich 
 
Onians, Richar ' B. 
 
Pestalozzi, Joh-nn H. 
 
Praag, J.P. var 
 
Hegel, Nietzsche, and the criticism of metaphysics 
Philosophies of education 



Men and ideas: history, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance: essays 
A pluralistic society 
The Hellenistic philosophers 
 
The birth of Europe 
A History of Educational Thought 
The History of Educational Ideas in the West 
An Interpretative History of Education 
Existentialism in education (see instructor) 
A History of Education 
Education in the Perspective of History 
A Biographical Handbook of Education 
Habits of mind (see instructor) 
Human, all too human; a book for free spirits 
The Origins of European Thought (Plato and Aristotle) 
The Education of Man 
Foundations of Humanism (see instructor) 
Presocratic philosophers (The): a critical history with a selection of  
texts. 
 
Ryan, Patrick J. Historical Foundations of Public Education 
Simmons, George C. Education and Western Civilization: Greece, Rome and the  
Middle Ages 
Singer, Marcus G. (ed.) American philosophy 
Starobinski, Jean Jean-Jacgues Rousseau, transparency and obstruction 
Strauss, Leo Thoughts on Machiavelli 


