
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS 607 
PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 

 
 Educational Foundations 607 is a graduate-level seminar which has as its purpose 
the investigation and analysis of major philosophical systems and the educational theories 
associated with each system. Credit 3 hours. 
 

In order to successfully plan, develop, and implement curricula to meet the needs 
of diverse learners in today’s world and to prepare students for the future, the College of 
Education and Human Development (COEHD) has identified four critical components 
of The Effective Educator: standards-based instruction (SBI), knowledge of the learner 
(KL), best pedagogical practices (PP), and content knowledge (CK). 
 

College of Education and Human Development 
Conceptual Framework 

 
The COEHD’s Conceptual Framework provides direction for the development of 
effective professionals. It is a living document that continuously evolves as opportunities 
and challenges emerge. All aspects of this course are aligned with the Conceptual 
Framework, including the course objectives, field experiences and assessments.  The four 
components of the Conceptual Framework are the institutional standards used for 
candidate assessment in undergraduate and graduate programs. They are Knowledge of 
Learner (KL), Strategies and Methods (SM), Content Knowledge (CK), and Professional 
Standards (PS). Diversity (DV) and Technology (TY). The following is the link to the 
conceptual framework on the COEHD website. 
http://www.selu.edu/acad_research/colleges/edu_hd/about/conceptual_framework/index.
html 
 
OBJECTIVES: 

1. To investigate and evaluate philosophical assumptions commonly held in 
American culture, as seen through educational philosophical systems and theories. CK 
DV 
 

2. To analyze hypotheses concerning possible contributions of philosophy to the 
increase of the effectiveness of educational practice. CK DV 
 

3. To investigate the philosophical reasons underlying observed professional 
practices. KL CK DV 
 

4. To give the student the opportunity to understand and explain his/her own 
assumptions as to the basic problems of man and his world. KL CK 
 

5. To offer the student a chance to become involved in a systematic, 
comprehensive, and open-minded inquiry into the present state and future possibilities of 
American education. SM CK  
 

6. To present thought-provoking problem situations for class SM CK 



 
TEXT: PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION by Ozmon & Craver 
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 I. The social foundations of philosophical attitudes 
  A. Conservatism 
  B. Liberalism 

II. Divisions of Philosophy 
  A. Metaphysics: Its nature and functions 
  B. Epistemology: Its nature and functions 

1. Philosophical processes of knowledge 
   2. Induction/deduction 

C. Axiology 
1. Aesthetics 
2. Ethics 

III. Philosophical systems and education 
  A. Idealism 
  B. Pragmatism 
  C. Existentialism 
  D. Realism 

IV. Educational theories 
  A. Perennialism 
  B. Essentialism 
  C. Progressivism 
  D. Social reconstructionism 

V. Other 
  A. Eastern Philosophies 
  B. Marxism 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1. Each student is expected to read the text as appropriate. 
 
2. Depending upon class size, students will either be divided into groups or will work 
individually. Each group or individual will be assigned a specific philosophy/ school of 
thought. Each group or individual will prepare an oral presentation, the details of which 
will be discussed during the first class meeting. Each student will be expected to explain 
his/her topic thoroughly, using appropriate visual aids and/or supplemental materials, 
stimulate class discussion, and to be able to answer questions from the class and/or 
instructor. 
 
3. Each student will individually prepare a term paper expounding and expanding upon 
the topic covered in the presentation, indicating any areas in which his/her opinion
 might have changed since beginning the class (empirical) .Although this is a 



request for personal opinion, the third person should be used in writing the paper (e.g. 
"The writer feels..."). 
 
This is a term project and will be due at the time of the second-to-the-last class period. 
This work must be typed and follow a consistent writing style. [APA, style is the most 
acceptable to the College of Education.] It will be evaluated on the basis of its 
articulateness, depth of research, grammar, and syntax.      
 
 
 
EVALUATION:  

The oral presentation will be evaluated on the basis of its completeness, form of 
presentation creativeness will be a factor), articulation, and overall clarity. The student 
will receive two (2) letter grades on the oral report, one for PREPARATION and one for 
PRESENTATION. 

One comprehensive, subjective, empirical examination will be administered 
during the final examination period.  The exam will include any matter discussed in class.  
One small blue exam book required.   

NO MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS WILL BE GIVEN. Since students will be 
responsible discussed in class, attendance is imperative; excessive absences may final 
grade. 
 
 


