
ECE 602 
Assessment in Early Childhood Education 

Generic Syllabus 
 
 
Course Description: 
This course designed to offer opportunities for developing in-depth knowledge and skills as an 
early childhood accomplished teacher with a focus on research, policy, and best practices in early 
childhood assessment and to link assessment to curriculum planning, and in program evaluation. 
 
Form of Courses: 
Seminar and Field Experience 
[2 hrs seminar/lecture-2 hrs field experience per week] 
 
Required Text: 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
Course Objectives: 
Teacher candidates will gain an in-depth knowledge and demonstrate the ability to: 

1. use informal and formal assessment to plan and individualize curriculum and teaching:  
a. observe, record, assess, and engage children in self-assessments for the purpose of 

planning appropriate adaptive programs, environments, and interactions to 
consider individual differences. (NAEYC 4.1) CK, KL, SM, SB, D 

b. develop and use authentic, performance-based assessments of children’s learning 
to guide teacher planning and reporting to children and parents. CK, KL, SM, SB, 
D 

c. select, evaluate, and interpret formal, standardized assessments. CK,SM, T 
d. discuss assessment result with other specialized school personnel to create IEP 

and IFSP goals for children with special needs. CK, KL, SM, SB, D 
e. learn to develop and use formative and summative program evaluation to ensure a 

quality early childhood program for all the children, families, and community. 
2. reflect on assessment practices and develop a theoretical framework useful for guided 

assessment decisions and program modification.  CK, KL, SM, SB, D 
3. learn what questions to ask yourself when observing and collecting information to 

provide for children’s physical, social, emotional, cognitive, and aesthetic development 
of children birth through age eight. CK, KL, SM, D 

4. use knowledge of how students differ in their development to support individual 
differences in learning. CK, KL, SM, SB, D 

5. apply standards of equity and fairness in assessment procedures that demonstrate an 
understanding of the interrelationships of culture, language, and family context on 
learning. CK, KL, SM, SB, D 

6. demonstrate awareness of and commitment to the profession’s Code of Ethical Conduct. 
CK, SB 

7. serve as an advocate on behalf of young children and their families to improve programs 
and services for young children. CK, KL, SM, SB, D 



 
Course Requirements: 

1. Attendance and Participation 
2. Administration and Scoring of Assessments 
3. Assessment Philosophy 
4. Review of Articles 
5. Group Presentation 
6. Field Experience Log 
7. Reflective Journal  
8. Assessment Notebook 
9. Midterm and Final Exam 
 

Assessment: 
Students will create an assessment portfolio with reflections in test results (e.g., Denver II, 
retellings, written samples, ESI, Brigance), assessment philosophy, assessment article reviews; 
group presentation (with videotape of assessment being reviewed), field experience log, 
assessment materials and reflections, exams…knowledge of assessment (Midterm and Final). 
Course Evaluation:  
Grades are dependent upon the following criteria: 

� Attendance and active participation 
� Requirements/Assignments completed 
� Total number of points earned 
 

GRADING for ECE 602 will be assigned according to the following point criteria:

GRADE POINTS PERCENT PERFORMANCE 
A  94- 100%  Superior  
B  87- 93.9% Above Average 
C  80- 86.9% Average 
D  70-79.9% Below Average 
F  Below 70% Failing 



Important Information:  
Accommodations: If you are a qualified student with a disability seeking accommodations under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to self-identify with the Office of Student 
Life, Room 203, Student Union. No accommodations will be granted without documentation 
from the Office of Disability Services. Also, please see me by the third class period.  
 
If you wish to drop the course, you must follow the proper procedures. The instructor will not 
drop the course for you.  
 
University policy states the university classroom is not a place for children, and that students are 
not to bring their family members for day care or baby sitting to class.  
 
Academic honesty is highly valued at Southeastern. Unless work is done in conjunction with a 
group project, it must be the exclusive work of individual students. If students use any words or 
ideas that do not represent their own original words or ideas, they must cite all relevant sources. 
The Publications Manual of the APA (5th ed.) is the guide for formatting of citations and 
references.  
“Cheating on examinations, plagiarism [i.e. to use and pass off as one’s own (the ideas or 
writings of another)], improper acknowledgement of sources in essays, and the use of a 
single essay or paper in more then one course without permission are considered very 
serious offenses and shall be grounds for disciplinary action.” (SLU General Catalogue, 
2002-2003, p. 58).  
 
Note:  
Free discussion, inquiry, and expression are encouraged in this class. Classroom behavior that 
interferes with either the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or the ability of students to 
benefit from the instruction is not acceptable.  Examples may include routinely entering class 
late or departing early; use of beepers, cellular telephones or other electronic devices; working 
on other classes' material, repeatedly talking in class without being recognized; talking while 
others are speaking, or arguing in a way that is perceived as “crossing the civility line”.  In the 
event of a situation where a student legitimately needs to carry a beeper/ cellular telephone to 
class, prior notice and approval of the instructor is required. 
 
 

NEW POLICY: USE OF E-MAIL 
FOR OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE WITH STUDENTS 

Effective January 1, 2003 
Beginning January 1, 2003, e-mail will be considered one of the official forms of communication 
at the University.  A new University policy ensures that all students will have access to a 
University e-mail account, outlines the student’s responsibilities in having such an account, and 
establishes expectations for communication between faculty and students for educational 
purposes and between the University and students for university business purposes.  You should 
read and be familiar with this policy found on line. 

Students are expected to check their e-mail accounts on a frequent and consistent basis in 
order to receive University communications in a timely manner.  The University recommends 



checking e-mail several times per week, preferable once a day.  It is the student’s responsibility 
to report any problems with e-mail accounts or access to e-mail to the Help Desk. 
When communicating with the instructor via email, it is the policy of Southeastern 
Louisiana University that only Southeastern’s email addresses be used. Therefore, only 
emails with Southeastern addresses will receive a reply or be used in the Instructor’s 
Blackboard. 

When sending e-mails please be sure to send from your SLU account before 5:00 PM. 
Also, please remember to identify yourself in your e-mail correspondence by putting course 
number and your name in the subject line. 

Any changes made to the schedule or course documents will be announced in class and 
on Blackboard. Be sure to check emails and the Blackboard site frequently.  
 
 
 
Empirical Basis: 
Bagnato, S.J., et. al., (1997). LINKing Assessment and Early Intervention: An Authentic  

Curriculum-Based Approach. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. 
 
Bredekamp, S. & Rosegrant, T. (1995). Reaching Potentials: Transforming Early Childhood  

Curriculum and Assessment. Volumes I and II. NAEYC. Washington, D.C. 
 
Meisels, S.J. & Fenichel, E. (Editors). (1996). New Visions for the Developmental Assessment  

of Infants and Young Children. Washington, D.C.: Zero to Three Org. 
 
Zepeda, M. (1993). An exploratory study of demographic characteristics, retention, and  

developmentally appropriate practices in kindergarten. Child Study Journal 23 (1). 57-78. 
 
Resources and Materials: 
Puckett, M. B. & Black, J.K. (2000). Authentic Assessment of the Young Child: Celebrating  

Development and Learning. (2nd ed.) Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill. 
 
Meisels, S.J., & Atkins-Burnett, S. (1983). Developmental Screening in Early Childhood: A  

Guide. (4th ed.). Washington, D.C.: NAEYC. 
 
Allen, K.E. & Marotz, L. (1994). Developmental Profiles: Pre-birth through Eight. (3rd ed.).  

Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers Inc. 
 
Shores, E. & Grace, C. (1998). The Portfolio Book: A Step-by-step Guide for Teachers.  

Beltsville, MD: Gryphon House. 
 
Field-Base Experience: 
Testing Head Start Children (Denver II), Testing kindergarten children (letter knowledge, 
YOPP), Grade One Participation: Letters, YOPP test, DRA, Reading and Math Informal 
Assessments for Grades 1-3. Survey of mandated testing materials/content used statewide and 
locally in Pre-K-3 programs. 
 



Opportunities to cover range of certification: 
A Balance of Informal and Formal Assessment Experiences appropriate for Pre-K-Grades 3, 
(e.g., Denver II; Portage; Brigance: Infant-Toddler, Preschool screen, and Basic Skills; TERA; 
TEMA; CTOPP; FirstStep; ESI; Running Records; TEWL; YOPP; DRA; Word Chains, Clay’s 
Observation Survey, and Retellings.  
 


