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Standard B – Candidates and/or Graduates of Teacher Education Programs Participate in 
the Accountability and Testing Process 
 
Standard B.1 – School and District Accountability System 
The Teacher Education Program provides candidates and/or graduates with knowledge 
and skills regarding the utilization of the Louisiana School and District Accountability 
System (LSDAS). 
 
Initiated during the fall semester 2001, the Regional Service Center from the Louisiana 
Department of Education located on the Southeastern Louisiana University Campus delivered an 
informative presentation to SLU Department of Teaching and Learning faculty regarding the 
accountability system and other information.  These annual update presentations help the faculty 
remain current in their knowledge of the LSDAS and other state mandates/requirements.  Each 
faculty member has been provided a binder of information that the Regional Service Center has 
created.  Updated information is shared and added as needed.  This collaborative partnership 
directly supports the SLU faculty whom then has greater knowledge to share with candidates 
and/or graduates through coursework. 
 
At each level in the Initial teacher preparation program at SLU, candidates are provided relevant 
information in their Introductory, Developing or Competency level courses.  An awareness of the 
school and district accountability system in Louisiana is introduced in EDUC 202, Introduction 
to Education.  With increasing experiences throughout the program, candidates continue to build 
their knowledge base about accountability.  Information is utilized to complete meaningful 
coursework activities.  Greater understanding and performance in EDUC 427, Student Teaching 
in the Elementary School, or EDUC 486, Student Teaching in Secondary Schools and other 
student teaching experiences, is expected as candidates are afforded increasingly rich 
opportunities to develop knowledge and skills regarding the Louisiana School Accountability 
and District Accountability System (LSDAS). 
 
Graduate level candidates often utilize their individual school data when discussing the LSDAS.  
Helping candidates understand and develop necessary skills for using data is critical to school 
and student improvement.   
 
Our conceptual framework provides the roadmap as we facilitate the development of the 
Effective Educator.  Addressing this Louisiana Supplement Standard is an important part of 
helping our candidates, in teacher preparation programs or other school personnel programs, to 
be an effective educator.  Candidates have the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary for 
impacting school and district accountability. 
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Standard B.2 – Testing 
The teacher education program provides candidates and/or graduates with information on 
the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP 21) to enhance their testing and 
measurement practices related to learning and instruction. 
 
The conceptual framework of the COEHD at SLU embraces this state standard as the unit 
strongly believes in Knowledge of the Learner being an important aspect of developing the 
Effective Educator.  Faculty value and demonstrate through course objectives and performance 
outcomes the importance of testing and measurement practices related to teaching and learning.  
Course requirements also require candidates to have the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 
necessary for addressing high-stakes testing as well as other measurement practices. 
 
At the Introductory Level, candidates are exposed in EDUC 304, Teaching Reading in the 
Elementary School, to the importance of all teachers taking responsibility for teaching and 
learning and the success of students’ on high-stakes testing such as the LEAP 21.  The rewards 
and challenges of teaching are discussed with high-stakes testing, public perception and 
teacher/student accountability surrounding the issue of testing.  Candidates also have 
opportunities as learners to experience assessment that informs instruction as they participate in 
class activities modeled by the instructor and then replicate the same concept of developing a 
knowledge of the learner by engaging in candidate-student interactions in field-based settings. 
Opportunities such as these are rich and varied in other courses (e.g., EDUC 407, Tests and 
Measurements). 
 
At the Developing Level, in EDUC 321, Elementary Curriculum and Instruction, unit faculty 
pose LEAP and ITBS type questions to the candidates and have them solve them and explain 
how they reached their solutions.  In EDUC 415, Curriculum and Instruction in the Elementary 
School, candidates are required to take the LEAP 21 as one of the experiences offered in our 
teacher preparation programs to provide them with first-hand knowledge and experience. 
 
At the Competency Level, candidates in their student teacher semester are evaluated on their 
ability to interpret and utilize standardized and non-standardized test results. The Final Report on 
Student Teaching/Practicum reflects this standard under Assessment.   Candidates who have 
student teaching in Spring Semester often have an opportunity to help monitor during the 
administration of standardized tests.   
 
Graduate level candidates often have first-hand experiences with this standard as they engage in 
developing the knowledge, skills and dispositions necessary to impact student achievement.  
Core courses as well as concentration courses in individual degree programs address this 
Louisiana Supplement Standard. 
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