
Standard I 
 Candidate Knowledge, Skills, and Dispositions 

 
The College of Education and Human Development (CEHD) at Southeastern Louisiana 
University (SLU) is a growing and vital part of the state and national network of colleges that 
prepare teachers and other human service professionals.  Its programs are not only accredited, 
but they also meet the ever-advancing standards set by both discipline-specific and profession-
wide national standards.  Historically, Southeastern ranks near the top in the number of teachers 
certified in the state.  The Louisiana “Teachers of the Year” for the last three years have been 
Southeastern graduates, and Southeastern is ranked number two in the state for the number of 
graduates who are nationally board certified.  
The mission of the College of Education and Human Development is to provide a quality 
program through which teacher candidates demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 
needed to have a positive impact on student achievement in PK-12 schools.  Through its 
programs for other school personnel and continued teacher preparation graduate programs, the 
university offers training based on the diverse needs of the students in the districts served by 
Southeastern.    The critical components of an effective educator, which include content 
knowledge, standards based instruction, best pedagogical practices, and knowledge of the 
learner, are the main components of the College of Education and Human Development’s 
conceptual framework and are embedded throughout the teacher training program from the first 
course a candidate takes in the teacher preparation program through student teaching.  For more 
than 25 years, Southeastern education students have been required to gain extensive classroom 
experience in area schools prior to even beginning their student teaching.  All College of 
Education and Human Development students also participate in group screening interviews to 
assess potential for success in the teaching profession, and should assistance be recommended at 
any point of the teacher training program, the College offers assistance through its Teacher 
Development Program.  (Southeastern Louisiana University College of Education and Human 
Development:  Vision 2006; SLU Conceptual Framework; Louisiana Board of Regents, 2000-
2001 Institutions Report for the Preparation of Teachers; Description of the Teacher 
Development Program; Teacher Development Program Group Interviews) 
So confident is Southeastern in its teacher-training program that it was the first university in the 
State of Louisiana and one of the first in the nation to institute a “teacher guarantee” program. 
Under agreements signed with 10 area school districts, Southeastern guarantees that its graduates 
know their subject matter, can teach to diverse populations, and will infuse technology 
throughout the curriculum.  If any graduates fail to meet the established criteria, Southeastern 
will retrain those individuals at its own expense and will provide them with a mentor for at least 
one year.   (Brochure – College of Education and Human Development; Teacher Warranty 
Contract)
Currently, Southeastern’s College of Education and Human Development and the College of 
Arts and Sciences are reviewing the K-12 teacher training programs to conform to the new state 
guidelines established by the Blue Ribbon Commission on Quality Schools.  These new 
programs are scheduled to begin the Fall 2002 semester.  (Blue Ribbon Commission Curriculum 
Guidelines for Redesign of Teacher Preparation Programs; Blue Ribbon Final Revision of 
Guidelines for Submission and Review of Redesigned Teacher Preparation Programs – Hard 
copy)      
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Element of the Standard: Content Knowledge for Teacher Candidates (Initial and 
Continuing Preparation of Teachers  
Initial Teacher Candidates 
Teacher candidates at Southeastern Louisiana University acquire content knowledge through a 
series of content-based courses specific to each teacher preparation degree program. Degree 
programs for these candidates offer specific coursework addressing content knowledge guided 
by national standards (NCATE Learned Societies, National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards; and Interstate New teacher Assessment and Support Consortium-INTASC; College of 
Education and Human Development Core Curriculum) and state content standards. (State 
Department of Education - Board of Elementary and Secondary Education: Bulletin 746 Web 
Page)  Table I:  Initial Teacher Candidates Programs provides an overview of initial teacher 
preparation programs at SLU and the NCATE Learned Societies to which they conform in 
relation to content knowledge standards.  Also, the 1998 SLU Strategic Plan’s goals and 
objectives address all of the NCATE 2000 Standards.  (SLU Strategic Plan:  Goals and 
Objectives Cross-Referenced to NCATE 2000 Standards)  
Throughout the program, initial teacher candidates engage in critical analysis, synthesis, and 
personal inquiry. The higher order thinking skills and processes mentioned in NCATE Standard I 
are also terms used by Learned Societies in their own content knowledge standards. Individual 
folios indicate how the program at Southeastern Louisiana University matches the standards of 
NCATE Learned Societies. (See folios for content areas submitted to the Learned Societies)  In 
addition, throughout each degree program, students are required to engage in higher order 
thinking skills. These are described in course objectives and activities. Illustrative examples of 
courses/assignments/projects where these higher order thinking skills are required and 
demonstrated include the following: Initial teaching candidates in the Health and Physical 
Education area enroll in several courses (Syllabus for KIN 362; Syllabus for KIN 392/93; 
Syllabus for KIN 321; Syllabus for KIN 331) which involve laboratory sessions during which 
they perform experiments and other data-collecting/inquiry-based assignments and projects. In 
the Department of History and Political Science, social studies majors enrolled in upper-level 
courses (Syllabus for HIST 321; Syllabus for HIST 444; Syllabus for 446; Syllabus for HIST 
497; Syllabus for POLISC 300; Syllabus for POLISC 425) learn to do research, critically 
analyzing their sources and the content of the information. They also learn to compile that 
information into a coherent format for research papers and presentations, honing their 
organizational and writing skills. Students majoring in science education are required to take 
GBIO 395. An example of an assignment in that class is to visualize how populations grow and 
how they are regulated. (RAMAS Activity) Also highlighted are examples of activities in math, 
speech, and geography.  (Math 311; Speech 211, Math 241; Geography 103)  Each semester, 
sections of content courses are designated for education majors (GBIO 106 and GBIO 107), and 
learning communities across various departments are identified specifically for education majors.  
(Learning Communities)
All candidates progress through the teacher-training program at Southeastern through a series of 
selective admission and retention criteria. (SARTE – SLU Catalogue, pp. 195-197) Additional 
support is provided to candidates as needed through the Teacher Development Program.  ( 
Description of Teacher Development Program)  Quantitative evidence of content knowledge 
mastery of initial teacher candidates is derived from four sources: (1) coursework performance, 
(2) assessments of planning and teaching performance during courses involving field experience, 
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(3) assessments during student teaching, and (4) performance on PRAXIS specialty tests. Table 
I:  Initial Teaching Candidate Programs provides an overview of the quantifiable measures of 
content knowledge for all initial teacher education degree programs.  

(1) Coursework Performance: Initial teacher candidates must earn a grade of “C” or 
better in each course in their major. Content knowledge mastery is also demonstrated by 
achieving an adjusted GPA of 2.50 or better, this being a criterion for eligibility to enroll in 
senior-level professional education coursework. (SLU Catalogue, pp. 196).  

(2) Assessments of Content Knowledge Mastery in Courses Involving Field 
Experiences: During professional teacher education methods courses, content knowledge is 
assessed through evaluations of lesson plans and observations of teaching performance. 
Assessment rubrics used in these courses include items indicating mastery of content knowledge. 
Samples of these assessment instruments are provided. (Assessment for EDUC 415; Assessment 
EDUC 415 – Music; Assessment for SPED 200; Assessment SPED Mentor Teacher; Assessment 
for EDUC 485-English; Assessment for EDUC 485-Kinesiology; Assessment for EDUC 321-
Reading; and Assessment for EDUC 321-Math)  
         (3) Assessment of Content Knowledge Mastery During Student Teaching: Teaching 
candidates are evaluated quantitatively several times during the student teaching semester.   
These evaluations include both single-observation assessments of teaching performance and 
summary assessments by both the university supervisor and on-site cooperating teacher. The 
assessment rubrics used for these evaluations include items addressing content knowledge 
mastery. The following sources for the assessment of student teachers can be documented:  
lesson plans, university supervisor’s evaluation reports, principal’s evaluation reports, and mid 
term and final evaluation reports.  ( Lesson Plans; Student Teaching Observation Forms; 
Elementary Mid-Term By Supervisor; Elementary Principal Mid-Term; Student Teaching 
Assessment – Final)
 (4) Praxis Specialty Tests: With the exception of speech, art, and special education, 
preservice teachers are required to pass a specialty area PRAXIS examination. These exams are 
indicated in Table I:  Initial Teaching Candidate Programs.  Teaching candidates at SLU perform 
well on PRAXIS content area tests.  PRAXIS passing rates are used as part of the Louisiana 
Board of Regents’ evaluation of teacher education programs in the state.  In the 1999-2000 
academic year, the educational Testing Service reported a total of 236 SLU teaching candidates 
took the basic skills test (PPST) with 100% passing.  On the academic content area exams 
(specialty), SLU had a 98% pass rate.  These passing rates were considerably higher than the 
state average.    In comparison to other public and private universities within the state, 
Southeastern’s scores rank within the first quartile for the state.  (SLU Student Performance on 
PRAXIS Exams: 1999-2000 Academic Year; ETS: HEA Title II: 1999-2000 Academic Year: 
Quartile Rankings of All Teacher Education Programs)  
Continuing Teacher Candidates 
Experienced teachers in Southeastern’s graduate programs build upon and extend their 
knowledge base to improve their own teaching and student learning through a variety of content-
based courses specific to each degree program and concentration. Degree programs for these 
candidates offer specific coursework addressing content knowledge reflected in both national 
standards (NCATE Learned Societies and National Board for Professional Teaching Standards) 
and state standards (State Department of Education - Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education and Louisiana State Content Area Standards for K-12 Students;). Table II:  Continuing 
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Teacher Candidates Programs provides an overview of continuing teacher preparation programs 
at SLU and the NCATE learned societies to which they conform in relation to content 
knowledge standards. In addition to this table, examples of course syllabi are included linking 
objectives to learned society standards and sample matrices from folios. (Syllabus for SPED 641, 
S yllabus for EDUC 657 and Syllabus for EDUC 661)   These examples indicate that our degree 
programs do indeed offer coursework described in national standards.  
Throughout the program, continuing teacher candidates engage in critical analysis, synthesis, and 
personal inquiry as evidenced by course syllabi, evaluations, portfolios, action research projects, 
case study reports, class projects, and reflective journals.  Illustrative examples of 
courses/assignments/projects where these higher order thinking skills are required and 
demonstrated include the following: EDUC 657/658 - Louisiana Standards Action Research 
Project and EDUC 661 - Student Case Study.  (Syllabus for EDUC 657 and Syllabus for EDUC 
661) Quantitative evidence of content knowledge mastery is derived from 3 sources:  (1) 
coursework performance, (2) assessments of planning and teaching performance during courses 
involving field experiences, and (3) performance on written comprehensive exams. Table II: 
Continuing Teacher Candidate Programs provides an overview of these sources.  
 1.  Coursework Performance: Continuing teacher candidates must earn a cumulative 
GPA of 3.0 or better in all graduate coursework with no more than six hours of coursework with 
a grade of “C.” The cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better in all graduate coursework is a criterion for 
graduation.  (SLU Catalogue, p. 254)  In a 1999 survey of graduate alumni (1996-1997 and 
1997-1998), 81.8% completing the M.Ed. in Elementary Education expressed strong or very 
strong satisfaction in the effectiveness of beginning courses in preparing them for advanced 
courses.  (1999 Survey of Graduate Alumni) 
 2.  Assessments of Content Knowledge Mastery in Courses Involving Field/Clinical 
Experiences:  During courses involving field or clinical experiences, content knowledge is 
assessed along with a variety of other areas via evaluations of written materials and observations 
of teaching performance. A sample of an assessment instrument is provided.  (Assessment in 
SPED 641)  
 3.  Written Comprehensive Examinations: Continuing teacher candidates also 
demonstrate their mastery of content in a written comprehensive exam taken during their final 
semester in the areas of Kindergarten Education, Elementary Education, Secondary Education, 
Adult Education, English as a Second language, Reading Specialist (elementary or secondary), 
Gifted Education (elementary or secondary) and Education Technology.  The Pass/Fail rate of 
the examinees is provided in Table III:  Comprehensive Examinations (1999-2001).  For 
candidates scoring below the acceptable standard, remediation is provided through a committee 
of university faculty.  (Graduate Comprehensive Handbook) 
Element of the Standard: Content Knowledge for Other Professional School Personnel 
Three “other professional school roles” for which Southeastern Louisiana University offers 
programs are:  Undergraduate Speech, Language, and Hearing Assistants, School Counselor, and 
School Administrator. Degree programs for these candidates offer specific coursework 
addressing the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of their fields reflected in both 
national standards (NCATE learned societies) and state content standards.  (SLU Catalogue; 
Syllabus for CED 611; Syllabus for CED 680; Syllabus for CED 690; State Department of 
Education, Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Web Site) A summary of national and 
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state standards guiding content and quantitative data sources is outlined in Table IV:  Other 
School Personnel Roles.  Candidates for other professional school roles demonstrate their 
understanding in content courses as well as during courses involving clinical experiences. 
Throughout all of the preparation programs, graduate candidates engage in critical analysis, 
synthesis, and personal inquiry, and examples of courses and assignments/projects where these 
higher order thinking skills are required and demonstrated are described in the following syllabi: 
EDL 721 - Realistic school situations; EDL 702 - in-basket" simulation; and EDL 627/628 - Role 
Play.  Quantitative evidence of understanding of important concepts, tools of inquiry, and 
structures of the field is derived from three sources: (1) course performance, (2) assessments of 
performance during courses involving field experiences and clinical coursework, and (3) 
comprehensive examinations for the graduate programs.  
           1.  Coursework Performance:  Content knowledge mastery for the undergraduate 
program for Speech, Language, and Hearing Assistants is demonstrated through coursework in 
two ways. First, these candidates must earn a grade of “C” or better in each major course, and 
second they must achieve a cumulative GPA of 2.50 or higher to enroll in junior- and senior-
level professional coursework. (SLU Catalogue, p. 240)  Candidates in the graduate programs for 
counseling and administration must earn a grade of “C” or better in each course in the major, and 
a maximum of six hours with a grade of  “C.” Content knowledge mastery is also demonstrated 
by achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better in all graduate coursework, a graduation 
requirement.  (SLU Catalogue, p. 254)
           2.  Assessments of Performance During Courses Involving Field Experiences and 
Clinical Coursework: During courses involving undergraduate field and clinical experiences 
(Table IV:  Other School Personnel Roles), knowledge is assessed via evaluations of 
performance using rubrics that indicate mastery of content knowledge. These rubrics are found in 
the Student Clinician Handbook.  (SLU Student Clinician’s Handbook, pp. 78-97)  For graduate 
courses involving field experiences, knowledge is assessed through evaluations of performance 
using rubrics that include items indicating mastery of content knowledge.  (Evaluation Form for 
CED 680/681/682/690/691/692; Evaluation Form for CED 693)

3. Written Comprehensive Examinations: For graduate candidates seeking a Master’s 
Degree in counseling or administration, content mastery is demonstrated in a written 
comprehensive exam taken during their final semester. (Study Guide-Educational 
Leadership Comprehensive Exams, Administration and Supervision Comprehensive 
Exam Scoring Summary Sheet; Comprehensive Exam Data) 

Element of the Standard: Pedagogical Content Knowledge for Teacher Candidates 
Initial Teacher Candidates  
Initial candidates at Southeastern Louisiana University reflect a thorough understanding of 
professional and pedagogical practices and skills delineated in professional, state, and 
institutional standards to demonstrate their knowledge of the learner as shown by their 
development of meaningful learning experiences to facilitate learning for all students; their 
implementation of best practices for delivering content knowledge to diverse learners; and their 
selection of appropriate materials including technology.  In addition, candidates write reflective 
papers that respond to whether or not all students met the objectives the candidate had identified 
for the lesson being taught.  Peer evaluations allow important dialogue between candidates 
related to techniques used to teach all students and to meet individual needs.  There are several 
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indicators that are used to assess the level of pedagogical content knowledge which include 
curriculum, course performance, grade point average, infusion of technology, and PRAXIS 
scores.  
          1.  Curriculum:  Student learning for teacher candidates in initial preparation programs at 
Southeastern Louisiana University can be documented through performance data in foundation 
courses. (Syllabus for EDUC 304; EDUC 304 – Self-Reflections Holistic Score Sheet; Activity - 
SPED 363; Syllabus for EPSY 301; Evaluation Summary of Service Hours; EDUC 202 – 
Presentation; EDUC 202 – Autobiographical/Philosophical Paper; EDUC 202 – Legal Issues 
Presentation; EDUC 202- Rubrics for Class Assignments; School Board Meeting Reflection; 
EDUC 202 Teacher/Pal Interview; Syllabus for SPED 200; SPED 200 – Teacher Interview; 
Syllabus for EDUC 407; EDUC 407 – Assessment Project; EPSY 315 - Management 
Assessment) The required degree programs in teacher education at Southeastern Louisiana 
University incorporate content knowledge in the areas of child development and psychology, 
reading, tests and measurement, classroom management, history, and philosophy.  (SLU 
Catalogue, pp. 204)
          2.  Coursework Performance:  Students must earn a letter grade of “C” or better in all 
professional coursework. This grade should reflect the average of tests, quizzes, projects, 
activities, and teaching experiences. (SLU Catalogue, p. 196)   
         3.  Grade Point Average: Undergraduate students must maintain an overall adjusted GPA 
of 2.5 to continue their teacher training.   (SLU Catalogue, p. 197)  
         4.  PRAXIS Scores: All students must successfully pass the PRAXIS Principles of 
Learning and Teaching Examination as well as their Specialty Area Examination in order to be 
certified to teach in the State of Louisiana. (Table V:  SLU Student Performance on the PRAXIS 
Exam, 1997-2000)  Passing rates of SLU students on the Specialty Area examinations (98% in 
1999-2000) as well as Professional knowledge tests (98% in 1999-2000) compare favorably to 
the state average.  Both of these exams reflect candidates’ pedagogical content knowledge and 
the application of this knowledge. (SLU Student Performance on PRAXIS Exams: 1999-2000 
Academic Year; ETS: HEA Title II: 1999-2000 Academic Year: Quartile Rankings of All 
Teacher Education Programs)   
          5.  Technology:  Teacher candidates at Southeastern Louisiana University are exposed to, 
demonstrate knowledge of, and infuse technology into their classrooms and field experiences.  
All elementary candidates in the teacher preparation programs at SLU are required to take a 
course that focuses on integrating technology in the classroom. (ETEC 305 – Computer 
Applications in the School Setting – SLU Catalogue, p. 315; Syllabus for ETEC 305; ETEC 305 
– Computer Portfolio)   In addition, faculty and field based support personnel model effective 
integration of technology in their courses through the use of computer based presentations, 
utilization of blackboard as a teaching tool, e-pal projects, and a variety of other technological 
resources to enhance their lessons and meet the needs of students.  Several of the faculty have 
completed or are in the process of completing T.H.E. Quest training, a training that focuses on 
the integration of technology into different curricular areas.  The faculty requires that the 
candidates use technology with students in methods courses, field-based experiences, and student 
teaching as candidates are working in field settings.  The focus is not only on modeling a variety 
of technologies to enhance teaching and learning but also on candidates and students using 
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various technologies during instructional experiences. Specific examples of the infusion of 
technology into classroom and field experiences include the following:  

EDUC 304 (Elliott): The instructor models the use of technology through the use 
of PowerPoint and uses technology as a tool to communicate with the students via 
email and through the Blackboard infrastructure. Students specifically use the 
Digital  

Drop Box and the Discussion Board for communicating with each other and the 
instructor. Candidates establish their own web page through Blackboard as well. 
In class, candidates participate in an Internet Activity and an Internet Workshop 
during which they share their work. Candidates are required to infuse technology 
into their service learning student interactions. One interaction with a K-8 student 
must infuse technology into a reading or writing activity.  

EDUC 321 (Brocato): Candidates must infuse technology (Internet, PowerPoint, 
Digital Camera, etc.) into their Classroom Expert Project on Centers. All of the 
technology methods are used and demonstrated by the instructor. Email is used to 
supply students with updates, interesting  

Websites, CREATE lab response forms, and to receive some assignments. Email 
is also used as a means of meeting the needs of candidates as they have questions 
or need clarifications about reading topics, assignments, etc. Also, candidates 
must infuse technology (Internet, PowerPoint, Digital Camera, etc.) into at least 
one of their field teaching experiences.  

EDUC 321 (O'Meallie): Several candidate assignments (syllabus verification, 
student information, CREATE response forms, etc.) are turned in via the Internet. 
Additionally, class handouts are posted on the web for preview and downloading 
before certain topics are covered in class.  

EDUC 322 (Brocato): Candidates must infuse technology (Internet, PowerPoint, 
Digital Camera, etc.) into their Intervention Presentations and one of their case 
studies. All of the technology methods are used and demonstrated by the 
instructor.  

EDUC 485 (Sinclair-distance learning class): One week of this course is 
dedicated to demonstrating, exploring, and using relevant educational 
technologies as they may pertain to secondary methods. Candidates are required 
to videotape a lesson that incorporates some type of leading edge technology.  

Project CREATE: Candidates (EDUC 321) attend labs that help with infusing 
the use of digital cameras into field based lessons. Project CREATE also offers 
on-line workshops on a variety of topics which can be accessed from the website.  

EPSYC 301 (Echols): Candidates use of the professor’s course web page is 
automatically tracked by the number of times each student accesses the site. Each 
candidate is required to demonstrate a child or adolescent psychology model 
through a web page design. Student web pages will be uploaded so that colleagues 
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can view and understand how teaching and learning is honed any time, anywhere. 
Participate in class discussion via the course web board. A question is posted each 
week for student response.  

EDUC 485 (Jacob, Gatlin): Candidates are required to complete an Internet 
scavenger hunt assignment in which they search for relevant sites, annotate them 
and infuse them into a lesson they will teach.  As a pilot, secondary methods 
students create digital portfolios of their second teaching practicum.  

Continuing Preparation of Teachers:  
The Graduate School at Southeastern Louisiana University offers opportunities for teachers and 
other school personnel to enhance their pedagogical and professional preparation through Master 
of Education degrees in Curriculum and Instruction, School Administration and Supervision, and 
Counselor Education. Candidates who are admitted to these programs have demonstrated success 
in undergraduate work by meeting University criteria for minimum grade point average, 
successfully completing the Graduate Record Examination, and hold appropriate certifications. 
(SLU Catalogue, p. 240)  
 
Continuing Preparation of Experienced teachers in Southeastern Louisiana University graduate 
programs are asked to build upon and extend their knowledge base to improve their own 
teaching and student learning through a variety of course requirements and experiences. 
(Syllabus for EDUC 647, Syllabus for EDUC 675, Syllabus for EDUC 661, Syllabus for SPED 
613, Syllabus for SPED 662) The graduate degree programs are structured in ways that 
candidates address the following five propositions of the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards: Teachers are committed to students and their learning; teachers know the 
subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students; teachers are responsible for 
managing and monitoring student learning; teachers think systematically about their practice and 
learn from experience; teachers are members of learning communities. (Syllabus for SPED 601, 
Syllabus for EDUC 657, Syllabus for EDUC 706, Syllabus for EDUC 675, Syllabus for SPED 
608)  
 Coursework Performance:  Continuing teacher candidates must earn a grade of “C” or 
better in each course in the major and a maximum of 6 hours with a grade of “C.”  Content 
knowledge mastery is also demonstrated by achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better in all 
graduate coursework, this being a criterion for graduation. Examples of coursework assessments 
include but are not limited to checklists, exams, portfolios, projects, and pre-post student data 
certification as a reading recovery teacher, self-evaluations, case studies, presentations, reflective 
journals and administrative interviews. (EDUC 646 – Classroom Activities; EDUC 
665Classroom Activities)
 Assessments of Content Knowledge Mastery in Courses Involving Field/Clinical 
Experiences: During courses involving field or clinical experiences, content knowledge is 
assessed along with a variety of other areas via evaluations of written materials and observations 
of teaching performance. A sample of a rubric is SPED 641. (Assessment - SPED 641)  

 Written Comprehensive Examinations:  Continuing teacher candidates also 
demonstrate their mastery of content in a written comprehensive exam taken during their final 
semester. Information on this exam is provided. (General Information - Comprehensive Exams)
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Other School Personnel 
Graduate and undergraduate programs for other school personnel provide comprehensive 
coursework to promote pedagogical content knowledge delineated in professional, state, and 
institutional standards. Evidence of their understanding of the subject matter is similar to the 
initial and continuing teacher training. (Syllabus for CED 611, Syllabus for CED 680)

Element of the Standard: Professional and Pedagogical Knowledge and Skills for Teacher 
Candidates 
Initial Teaching Candidates  

 Prerequisite Coursework and Grade Point Average: In order to take methods courses, 
students must demonstrate their pedagogical content knowledge by successfully completing a 
series of prerequisite courses and maintaining full SARTE status.  

 Methods Courses and Student Teaching:  Methods courses (Syllabus for EDUC 321-
Reading; Syllabus for EDUC 321 – Math; Syllabus for EDUC 415 (410); EDUC 415 – Edwards; 
Syllabus for EDUC 485; Syllabus for SPED 365; Syllabus for SPED 440; Syllabus for SPED 
441; SPED 440 – Semester Portfolio; SPED 441 – Final Report A;  SPED 441 – Final Report B; 
SPED 363 – School Start Up Plan) require candidates to develop lesson plans using the best 
practices presently available. Best practices are both studied and demonstrated during 
coursework, videos, and classroom observations. Lessons are planned and implemented 
identifying Louisiana State Standards and Benchmarks and individual differences to address the 
intellectual, emotional, psychological, cultural, and social characteristics of diverse learners.   
When students receive practicum assignments, they are required to locate the school’s report 
card on the state department web page.  After observations, students are required to use the 
information from the school report card, internet searches and their observations to develop a 
class profile identifying specific school/learner needs.  (EDUC 485 – Jacob)  Practicum 
experiences during methods classes vary from course to course, but generally students at the 
elementary and secondary levels experience a minimum of 3 weeks of actual teaching. Feedback 
is provided through formal and informal observations by the instructor and mentor teacher and 
through peer evaluations. Rubrics used for evaluation incorporate the components and attributes 
of the Louisiana State Assessment Instrument for first year teachers. Grade emphasis in methods 
courses is placed on actual teaching performance combined with planning and tests.  
Student teaching requires all initial teaching candidates to demonstrate their abilities to plan and 
implement effective lessons addressing the components and attributes of the Louisiana State 
Assessment Instrument for first year teachers. (DOE web page - Teacher Assistance and 
Assessment Program) These components address planning, content, teaching strategy, and 
assessment. The student teaching experience is for 16 weeks in a public school setting. Formal 
and informal assessments are made by the university supervisor, cooperating teacher, and school 
principal. Mentor journals serve as daily feedback for student teachers. (Supervisor’s Journal of 
Student Teacher, Student Teaching Handbook, pp. 19-25, 40-43) 
Based on Louisiana’s Components of Effective Teaching, first year teachers are assessed on the 
domains of planning, management, and instruction.  (Louisiana State Department of Education – 
Assessment of First Year Teachers)  A three-year review of SLU teacher education graduates 
participating in state assessment indicates that on all 26 attributes, SLU students score higher 
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than the state average.  The pass rate over the last 3 years is 98%. (SLU:  Louisiana Teacher 
Assessment Program:  Analysis of 1997-98 School Year Assessment; SLU:  Louisiana Teacher 
Assessment Program:  Analysis of 1998-99 School Year Assessment; SLU:  Louisiana Teacher 
Assessment Program:  Analysis of 1999-00 School Year Assessment; Table of SLU Students 
Participating in State Assessment)  

 PRAXIS Tests: All students must successfully pass the PRAXIS Principles of Learning 
and Teaching Examination as well as their Specialty Area Examination. Beginning in the Fall 
2002 Semester, students must successfully pass all parts of the required PRAXIS exams prior to 
student teaching. (PRAXIS Requirements for Student Teaching)  During the 1999-2000 
academic year, a total of 237 SLU candidates took PRAXIS Professional Knowledge/Principles 
of Teaching and Learning exams. Of these, 98% passed.  Again, the SLU passing rate was higher 
than the state average. ETS, HEA Title II: 1999-2000 Academic Year - Quartile Rankings of All 
Teacher Education Programs; Louisiana Board of Regents, 2000-2001 Institutional Report for 
the Preparation of Teachers, Southeastern Louisiana University) 

Continuing Teaching Preparation  
Performance data and other sources of documentation for the Concentration Courses and the 
Supportive Elective Courses (course numbers vary based on selected concentration area) include, 
but are not limited to the following sources: portfolios, self-evaluations, action research reports, 
video critiques, reflections, daily lesson plans, case studies, reports, individual diagnostic 
summaries, seminar presentations, class projects, and reflective journals.  (Syllabus for EDUC 
657/658)

A Comprehensive Examination in each of the concentration areas provides the final internal 
source of documentation for the continuing preparation of teacher candidates. The scoring sheet 
for the Secondary Concentration is an example of this data source. (Assessment - Secondary 
Concentration)

Other school personnel are provided opportunities to reflect on and adjust practice to facilitate 
and enhance student learning and critically evaluate research related to current practices as part 
of the core curriculum. Additionally, candidates are provided opportunities to understand how 
students learn, present content in clear and challenging ways using multiple explanations, and 
gain in depth subject matter knowledge through curriculum provide through areas of 
concentration. In addition to work that is completed within the classroom, all degree-seeking 
candidates complete a practicum that is based on the area of concentration. This is designed to 
allow candidates to incorporate the knowledge and principles gained in the classroom and apply 
them to the practical setting.  
Element of the Standard: Professional Knowledge and Skills for Teacher 

Candidates/Other School Personnel  
Candidate performance data includes the following sources: self-reflections of teaching 
experiences, peer observations and feedback, field-based evaluations by course instructors, 
lesson plans, student logs, Individualized Education Plan (IEP), curriculum-based 
assessments, case study reports, reflective journal entries, and assessment portfolios. All 
methods classes require a form of personal reflection for students to develop plans for 
improvement to reach his or her personal goal as a professional educator. EDUC 321, EDUC 
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415, SPED 465, and EDUC 485 are all courses in which students experience teaching 
children first-hand and requires a degree of personal evaluation. This may be in the form of 
video critiques, written daily reflections, written teaching reflections, and professional 
improvement plans. (EDUC 321 – Lesson Plan Rubric; EDUC 321 – Teaching Day Lesson 
Plan Rubric; EDUC 321 – Math Autobiography Rubric; EDUC 321 – Mid Term Rubric for 
Oral Exam and Performance Task; EDUC 321 – Peer and Self Reflection Scoring Rubrics; 
EDUC 321 – Reading Lesson Plan; EDUC 321 – Reading Strategy Score Sheet; EDUC 322 
– Diagnostic and Prescriptive Reading; EDUC 322 – Reading Intervention; EDUC 415 – 
Assessment; EDUC 415 – Class Observation)  The students in the SLH program also 
complete a self-evaluation form in the previously mentioned courses for their degree 
requirements.  

During student teaching, the following sources can be documented: lesson plans university 
supervisor evaluation reports principal evaluation report, and final evaluation reports. (Lesson 
Plan Sample, University Supervisor’s Evaluation Sample, Principal Evaluation Report Sample, 
Final Evaluation Sample) Other sources of documentation include self-evaluations in journals 
and videotaped lessons with reflections. For example, Diagnostic and Prescriptive Reading 
(Syllabus EDUC 322) provides opportunities for teacher candidates to assess and analyze student 
learning, make instructional decisions based upon ongoing student performance, and monitor 
student learning through a case study. Other examples of reflective teaching are evidenced 
through the following documents:  EDUC 321:  Single Day Teaching Experience Reflection 
Form; EDUC 321:   Once a Week Teaching Reflection Teaching Form; EDUC 415:  Daily 
Reflection; Elementary Self Evaluation of Video; Group Evaluation Form; Reaction/Reflection;  
Site Evaluation; Videotape Reflections; Project Inclusion - Teachers’ Opinions and Attitudes of 
Disabilities (TOAD).

Graduate candidates in the Educational Leadership-Administration and Supervision program and 
those in the Counselor Education programs address this target behavior in a variety of courses 
through class discussion and projects. For graduate candidates in Educational Leadership, 
documentation will be found in the following syllabi: EDL 627/628 and EDL 702. ( Syllabus for 
EDL 627/28; Syllabus for EDL 702) For graduate candidates in Counselor Education, 
documentation will be found in the following syllabi: CED 611 and CED 690. (Syllabus for CED 
611; Syllabus for CED 690) 
Element of the Standard: Dispositions for All Candidates  
All teacher education candidates at Southeastern Louisiana University are required to 
demonstrate dispositions expected of professional educators when working with school children 
in the local communities. These candidates are required to assess their own dispositions and 
develop appropriate plans to adjust/alter them when the need arises. Through multiple measures 
the faculty of the College of Education and Human Development is able to evaluate all 
undergraduate candidates’ dispositions.  

Group Interviews in EDUC 202, Introduction to Education, are used in the initial phase of the 
novice teachers. These students participate in a group interview with trained faculty members. 
The group is presented several topics for discussion and a problem to solve. Through observation 
of the interchange among the students, the trained evaluators are able to determine inadequacies 
in the students’’ dispositions. (Group Interview Questions) If a student is identified through this 
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process, he or she is referred to the Teacher Development Program for counseling and/or 
intervention. The documentation on the scoring rubric (Assessment Instrument for Group 
Interviews) is used to develop the Professional Improvement Plan. (Professional Improvement 
Plan )  Also, education candidates are assessed each semester in their education classes for 
dispositions using the Professional Attributes and Characteristics Scale.  (Professional Attributes 
and Characteristics Scale) 

Students’ dispositions are also evaluated in the various methods courses in the undergraduate 
program such as EDUC 321, EDUC 415, SPED 465, EDUC 485, EDUC 427, EDUC 436, 
EDUC 437, EDUC 438, EDUC 439, EDUC 486, & EDUC 487.   Professors complete and/or 
collect a variety of measures to make these assessments including: Professional Attributes Scale, 
teaching observation evaluations, mentor teacher observations, and feedback from cooperating 
teachers. Documentation of students’ dispositions can also be found for the SLH program on the 
Clinical/Diagnostics Session Supervision Forms for SLH 300 and SLH 311, SLH 400, and SLH 
410. (Clinical/Diagnostic Session Supervisor Forms for SLH 300; Clinical/Diagnostic Session 
Supervisor Forms for SLH 311; Syllabus SLH 400; Syllabus for SLH 410)  

The candidates in the graduate program are evaluated in the following practicum/internship 
courses in the Department of Counseling: CED 680/81/82 and CED 690/91/92. ( Evaluation 
Form for CED 680/81/82 and CED 690/91/92) All teacher candidates should be aware of the 
professional practices used in their profession and reflect upon their own dispositions 
accordingly. (Student Teaching Self Evaluation Including Dispositions) 

Summary 
Graduates of our teacher preparation program demonstrate the components of effective teachers 
as outlined in the SLU College of Education and Human Development Conceptual Framework.  
They are active learners in their own studies and are effective teachers as demonstrated in their 
field experiences and during their careers as educators 
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